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Welcome!

Prelude                        

Invitation to Worship                                                                                     Kirke Campbell            

Come, all whose spirits are thirsty. Come to Jesus Christ, the source of living water.
Some of us feel flooded. There are problems and too much to do. We feel 
in danger of going under.
Come, rest beside the still waters and feel the ease of the gentle stream.
Some of us feel empty. We give and pour ourselves out, with no time to 
tap into the source.
Come, taste the eternal springs of living water. Drink long and deep.
Some of us feel blocked and stagnant. Judgment, denial, frustration, 
and wounds—all can limit the flow of God’s grace.
Come, be plunged deep into the healing waters and fresh rivers of God’s love.
We come to touch the spiritual water and celebrate the gift of baptism. 
Let the joyful water flow!

Hymn:  Shall We Gather at the River                                                        UMH #7�3 vv. 1, 3, 4

Scripture:                                                                      Isaiah 4�:1-7 & Matthew 3:13-17

Message:  “A Parent’s Blessing”                                       Pastor Lura Kidner-Miesen

Prayer                                                                               

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,   
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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Song:  Water, River, Spirit, Grace                                                                            TFWS #��53 x3

Congregational Reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant

Introduction 

Profession of Faith

On behalf of the whole church, I ask you: do you renounce the spiritual forces of 
wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin?
I do.
Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and 
oppression in whatever forms they present themselves?
I do.
Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and 
promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the church which Christ has 
opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?
I do.
According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful members of Christ’s 
holy Church and serve as Christ’s representatives in the world?
I will.
Since the early centuries of Christianity, a form of the Apostles’ Creed has been 
said as part of the baptismal ritual. It uses a lower-case letter “c” when referring 
to the catholic church. This means the universal or worldwide church. With 
Christians down through the centuries and around the world, let us join together 
in the Apostles’ Creed.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.
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Please pick up your seashell, container of water, or another baptismal symbol.

Prayer Over the Water and Baptismal Symbols

Response of Thanksgiving

Remember your baptism and be thankful.
Amen.
The Holy Spirit work within you, that having been born through water and the 
Spirit, you may live as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Let us rejoice in the faithfulness of our covenant God.
We give thanks for all that God has already given us. As members of the 
body of Christ and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church, we 
will faithfully participate in the ministries of the Church by our prayers, our 
presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, that in everything God may 
be glorified through Jesus Christ.

Song:  He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought                Lonna Capaci, Chaundra Carter 
                                                                                                                                & Eric McKirdy
Closing Blessing

Postlude

~ A picture of a seashell with three drops of water is an ancient symbol of baptism. You 
are invited to take a seashell home to remind you of baptism and God’s blessing.
~ Pastor Lura’s vacation has been postponed and she will preach next Sunday, 
January 30, like usual.
~ You can help people have clean, dry clothes during these cold, wet months by 
giving to Laundry Love. You may donate through our website at albanymethodist.org 
or write a check to the church and note it is for “Laundry Love.”
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