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Centering Thoughts
I love to think of nature as an unlimited broadcasting station, through which God 

speaks to us every hour, if we will only tune in.
—George Washington Carver

Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection, not in books alone, 
but in every leaf in spring-time.

—Martin Luther

Children, not a grain of the food we eat is made purely by our own effort. What comes to us in the 
form of food is the work of others, the bounty of Nature and God’s compassion….Therefore, never 

eat anything without first praying with humility.
—Mata Amritanandamayi

O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth….Let the heavens be glad, and let the 
earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let the field exult, and everything in it. Then shall all 

the trees of the forest sing for joy before the Lord.
—Psalm 96:1, 11-12 NRSV

Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, places to play in and pray in, where nature may 
heal and give strength to body and soul.

—John Muir

The deeper we look into nature, the more we recognize that it is full of life, and the more profoundly 
we know that all life is a secret and that we are united with all life that is in nature.

—Albert Schweitzer
                  

Welcome!

Prelude:  Christ Has Conquered the Grave                                              Greater Northwest Area virtual choir

Invitation to Worship (a prayer of the Lakota Nation)                                                            Don McMorris

Our spirit is one with you, Great Spirit.
You strengthen us day and night to share our very best with others.
You, whom our people see in all of creation and in all people, show your love for us.
Help us know, like the soaring eagle, the heights of understanding and peace.
From the four directions, fill us with the four virtues of fortitude, respect, generosity, and wisdom.
Then we will help our people walk in the path of understanding and peace. Amen.



Hymn:  He Lives                                                                                                                                                                       UMH #310

Scripture:                                                                                                                                    Psalm 96:1-6, 11-13 
                                                                                                                                                                    & Luke 24:36-48

Sermon:  “Earth Song”                                                                                                                                Pastor Lura

Hymn:  All Things Bright and Beautiful                                                                                                                      UMH #147

Prayer                                                                                                                                                         Pastor Lura

The Lord’s Prayer and Creation Poem

Our Father, who is in heaven.
And in every particle of creation, every stone and tree, every bird and bee.
Hallowed be your name.
Creator, Mother, Great Spirit, we honor your name and draw near it.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
May love endure, and hearts be pure; may wars all cease, with hate’s release, may all the 
fruits of earth’s creation, be shared equally by every nation.
Give us this day our daily bread.
Grown in the gift of earth’s rich soil, raised into grain by farmer’s toil, ground by the 
miller’s turning wheel, then baked rich brown for our own meal.
And lead us not into temptation.
The temptation to eat more than we need, to yield to wants and nurture greed, to claim 
as our own another’s share, to store away without a care.
But deliver us from evil.
From evil thought and evil act, from evil plan and evil pact, 
that adds to the destructive toll, of that which kills the human soul.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
There is none other, you are the one, revealed in creation, in Spirit and in Son. 
Amen.

Hymn:  As the Deer                                                                                                               TFWS #2025 (sing twice)

Closing Blessing (a traditional Navajo prayer)                                                                                       Pastor Lura

Before us it is blessed, behind us it is blessed, below us it is blessed, above us it is blessed, around us 
it is blessed as we set out with Christ. Our speech is blessed as we set out for God. With beauty before 
us, with beauty behind us, with beauty below us, with beauty above us, with beauty around us, we set 
out for a holy place indeed. Amen.

Postlude



Announcements:

~ We celebrate that we can sing during in-person worship! (Please continue to wear a mask.)

~ The church’s 60-year-old outdoor lighting is broken, inefficient, and dim. Help us replace it with safe, 
modern, energy efficient outdoor lighting. If you would like to contribute, note on your check that it 
is for “lighting” or give through our website at albanymethodist.org.

~ The United Methodist Women are taking orders for the bake sale on May 8. See the church newsletter, 
the Tower Notes, for more information.

Contact Information:

Rev. Lura Kidner-Miesen                                                                                       Office Manager: Rachel McKirdy 
lura@albanymethodist.org                                                                                       rachel@albanymethodist.org
Office: 541-928-3505                                                                                                                  Office: 541-928-3505
Cell: 503-269-1714 

*The office is temporarily closed, but phone messages 
and emails are checked regularly.*
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