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Centering Thoughts
Anyone who obeys my Father in heaven is my brother or sister or mother.

—Jesus (Matthew 12:50)

Help me, Lord, to remember that religion is not to be confined to the church...nor exercised only in 
prayer and meditation, but that every where I am in Thy Presence.

—Susanna Wesley

The art of mothering is to teach the art of living to children.
—Elaine Heffner

There is no way to be a perfect mother, and a million ways to be a good one.
—Jill Churchill

There’s no place like home, except Grandma’s.
—Unknown

                  

Welcome!

Prelude

Invitation to Worship  (from Isaiah 46:3-4; 49:15; 66:13)                                                                                      JJ Hitt

God says, “I carried you from the womb, I have held you since your birth. Even to your old age I will 
carry you.”
O God, our God, thank you for your mothering love.
God says, “I will never forget you. Can a woman forget her own baby or have no compassion on her 
children? I will comfort you as a mother comforts her child.”
O God, our God, fill us with your love so we may go and share it with the world.

Hymn:  O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing                                                                                           UMH #57  vv. 1-3, 5

Scripture:                                                                                                                                      Matthew 12:46-50



Sermon:  “Our Methodist Mother”                                                                                                          Pastor Lura

Hymn: For the Beauty of the Earth                                                                                          UMH #92  vv. 1, 4-6

Prayer                                                                                                                                                           Pastor Lura

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn:  I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry                                                                                                      TFWS #2051

Closing Blessing                                                                                                                                       Pastor Lura

May God’s mothering love hold you, guide you, and strengthen you. May it fill you and empower you 
to share that love with others. Amen.

Postlude

Announcements:

~ We celebrate that we can sing during in-person worship! Please continue to wear a mask.

~ The United Methodist Women’s bake sale is after worship on the sidewalk.

~ Pastor Lura will lead a class on the book The Way: Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus. Starting on June 
12, we will meet every other Sunday after the worship service for a 90-minute class. Sign up in the 
narthex and pick up a book.

~ Help prepare sack lunches for those in need. On the second Sunday of each month, we meet in 
the church kitchen at 9 a.m. and put together sack lunches for Helping Hands to distribute. If you 
can be part of our sack lunch team, sign up in the narthex or contact Karla Long at 503-926-3347 or 
karla.b.long@gmail.com.



~ Our May special offering is for Family Tree Relief Nursery. Family Tree Relief Nursery nurtures children 
and their parents, building a strong foundation for healthy, thriving families, and working to end child 
abuse and neglect. You may help children by noting on your check that it is for “Relief Nursery” or by 
giving through our website at albanymethodist.org.

~ If you started attending or watching our worship service within the past three or so years, Pastor 
Lura invites you to a newcomers’ gathering. It is next Sunday, May 15, in the chapel following the 
Sunday morning worship service. The chapel is opposite the sanctuary at the other end of our church 
campus.

~ Help people enjoy a fellowship time after the summer worship services. You would serve every few 
weeks, and volunteers are needed for the set-up team and the clean-up team. Sign up at the table in 
the church entryway.

Contact Information:

Rev. Lura Kidner-Miesen                                                                                       Office Manager: Rachel McKirdy 
lura@albanymethodist.org                                                                                       rachel@albanymethodist.org
Office: 541-928-3505                                                                                                                  Office: 541-928-3505
Cell: 503-269-1714 

*The church office is open Tue, Wed, Thur: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.*
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