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Centering Thoughts

Hope begins in the dark, the stubborn hope that if you just show up and try to do
the right thing, the dawn will come. You wait and watch and work: You don’t give

up.
—Anne Lamott

Simply by our proximity to Jesus, we can bring hope and life to people and places
trapped in discouragement and despair.—Louie Giglio

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which

we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.
—St. Paul, Romans 5:1-2

And now faith, hope, and love remain, these three, and the greatest of these is
love.

—St. Paul, First Corinthians 13:13

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a
harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to

all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.
—St. Paul, Galatians 6:9-10

So let’s strive for the things that bring peace and the things that build each other
up.—St. Paul, Romans 14:19



Welcome!

Prelude

Invitation to Worship                                                                  Kirke Campbell
Whether life’s journey is smooth or difficult, Jesus walks with us and calls us to
follow him.
Holy God, sometimes we are tempted to detour from your direction or to
stagnate in dead ends or to give up when the way is hard.
Through your Holy Spirit give us the wisdom, hope and courage to move forward
with Christ.
As the way unfolds, shine your divine light upon our path. Amen.

Hymn:  Standing on the Promises                                                                                                                 UMH #374

Scripture:                                                                                                                                                        Acts 11:19-30

Message:  “Journeys with Jesus”                                                                                                             Pastor Lura

Hymn:  The Summons                                                                                                                 TFWS #2130

Prayer                                                                                                                                                           Pastor Lura

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Song: Be Thou My Vision                                                                                     UMH #451

Closing Blessing  (based on Romans 15:13 by St. Paul)                                                                         Pastor Lura 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Postlude



Announcements:

Our church supports the ministry of Jackson Street Youth Services. We welcome

Board member John Evans who will speak to us today about Jackson Street.

The Albany First United Methodist Church Foundation meets Wednesday, July 20,

at noon in the chapel.

The Oregon-Idaho Reconciling United Methodists are gathering for a picnic on

Saturday, July 23, at Morningside UMC, 3674 12 th St SE, Salem.

 
New members will join our church during the worship service on Sunday, June 31.

If you are interested in becoming a member of our congregation, please contact

Pastor Lura this week.
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