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Centering Thoughts

I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will live, even though they die.
—Jesus (John 11:25)

When this perishable body puts on imperishability and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the 
saying that is written will be fulfilled: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”

—St. Paul (1 Corinthians 15:54)

There are better things ahead than any we leave behind. —C.S. Lewis

The most beautiful people we have known are those who have known defeat, known suffering, known 
loss, and have found their way out of the depths. These persons have an appreciation and understanding 

of life that fills them with compassion, gentleness, and loving concern.
—Elisabeth Kübler-Ross

Tears are a tribute to our deceased friends. When the body is sown, it must be watered. But we must not 
sorrow as those that have no hope; for we have a good hope through grace both concerning them and 

concerning ourselves. —Matthew Henry

If there is something we need more than anything else during grief, it is a friend who stands with us, 
who doesn’t leave us. Jesus is that friend. —Billy Graham



Welcome!

Prelude                                                                                                                                                    

Invitation to Worship                                                                                                                     Verna Harrelson
God loves us enough to swallow up death forever.
See how God loves us!
Christ loves us enough to share our loss and grief.
See how Christ loves us!
The Holy Spirit loves us enough to offer us words of hope we can trust.
See how the Spirit loves us!

Hymn:  For All the Saints                                                                                                                         UMH #711 vv. 1, 2, 4, 6

Scripture:                                                                                                                                                            John 14:1-12

Sermon:  “Life, Death, Life”                                                                                                                        Pastor Lura

Prayer of Praise for the Saints
God of both the living and the dead, we thank you for all your people whose lives have blessed us 
and our world. Today we remember and thank you for Jean Piroutek, Evalyne Pace, Mary Cady, Ruth 
Harmon, and Gerry Powell. We also remember and thank you for the lives of those we now name in 
our hearts….We pray that, encouraged by their example, strengthened by their friendship, and bless-
ed by their faith, we may enjoy with them the gift of eternal life; through the grace of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Hymn:  Hymn of Promise                                                                                                                                                    UMH #707

Prayer                                                                                                                                                           Pastor Lura

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn:  I’ll Fly Away                                                                                                                                                               TFWS #2282



Closing Blessing                                                                                                                                          Pastor Lura                                                                                                                  
God is life. God renews life. God gives eternal life. Celebrate the life within you and let it overflow to 
enliven the world. Go into this week trusting in Jesus Christ, who is with you in this life and the life to 
come. Amen.

Postlude

Announcements:

~ The Creating Housing Coalition is working to create a community of tiny houses in Albany. These 
will help low-income people in our town have a place to live. If you wish to donate, you may write a 
check to the church and note that it is for “housing,” or donate through our website at albanymeth-
odist.org.

~ Copies of the November issue of the church newsletter, The Tower Notes, are on the entryway 
table.

~ Choir practice is each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. All are welcome.

~ United Women in Faith (formerly UMW) will meet in the fireside room (the room next to the 
large meeting space in the fellowship hall) on Wednesday, November 2, at 10 a.m. All women are 
welcome.

~ Daylight Saving Time ends next Sunday, November 6. Clocks “fall back” an hour.

~ Gerry Powell’s memorial service is Monday, November 7, in the Sanctuary at 1 p.m. 

~ New members will join our church on November 13. A reception will follow, and you are 
encouraged to attend and greet our new church members. If you are interested in joining our 
congregation, contact Pastor Lura.

Contact Information:
Rev. Lura Kidner-Miesen                                                                                       Office Manager: Rachel McKirdy 
lura@albanymethodist.org                                                                                       rachel@albanymethodist.org
Office: 541-928-3505                                                                                                                   Office: 541-928-3505
Cell: 503-269-1714                                                                                    Church Website: albanymethodist.org

~ The church office is open Tue, Wed, Thur: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. ~
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