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Centering Thoughts

Community is first of all a quality of the heart. It grows from the spiritual knowledge that we are alive 
not for ourselves but for one another.

—Henri J.M. Nouwen

I have found that among its other benefits, giving liberates the soul of the giver.
—Maya Angelou

God is the owner, I am the ower.
—Church of the Savior, Washington, DC

Not, how much of my money will I give to God, but, how much of God’s money will I keep for myself?
—John Wesley

We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.
—Winston Churchill

Welcome!

Prelude                                                                                                                                                    

Invitation to Worship                                                                                                                   Terrie Sanderson
God of mystery and splendor, your generosity is amazing.
You offer us treasures that can never be taken from us, and riches that nothing can destroy.
Amazing God, you give yourself to us in Jesus Christ.
Help us to thankfully receive your gifts, and to give as we have been given to. Amen.

Hymn:  O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing                                                                                            UMH #57 vv. 1-3, 5

Scripture:                                                                                                                                                            Luke 16:1-13

Sermon:  “Commitment”                                                                                                                           Pastor Lura



Recognition of Our Military Veterans

Prayer                                                                                                                                                           Pastor Lura

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn:  Jesus Calls Us                                                                                                                                                            UMH #398

Prayer for Holy Communion
As we come to the table of God’s heavenly feast, let us prepare our hearts anew to be in communion 
with one another and with the Risen Christ.
We come, ready to partake of bread and cup; ready to commune with one another and with the 
living God.
Gracious God, we give thanks that through Christ, we live in your favor.
We give thanks that through Christ we come to the table of grace, receiving heavenly food and 
the gift of salvation.
Like the great company of witnesses who came to this table before us, we are filled with gratitude and 
joy for your many blessings. 
We come before you in praise and thanksgiving, as we commit ourselves again as members of 
the living body of Christ. 
Holy are you, O God, and holy is Jesus Christ who taught us how to love and serve one another. For it 
was on the night before his death, Jesus took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, and gave 
it to his disciples, saying: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me. ” When the supper was over, Jesus took the cup, offered thanks, and gave it to the disciples, 
saying: “Drink from this, all of you, this is my life in the new covenant, poured out for you and for many, 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Let this Bread and this Cup be for us the living proof of God’s love for us through Jesus Christ.  
The Body and the Blood of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out for the people of God.
God of Life, send the power of your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts. May the Spirit make us one 
with Christ, one with each other, and one in service to all the world.
Amen

Song:  God Will Take Care of You                                                                                        Lonna Capaci, Chaundra Carter 
                                                                                                                                                                        & Eric McKirdy

Closing Blessing                                                                                                                                          Pastor Lura                                                                                                                  
God is committed to you and cares for you. Express your commitment to God throughout this week. 
May you experience the blessing of using what you have to make a difference in the world. Amen.

Postlude



Announcements:

~ The ushers will direct those on the right half of the Sanctuary when to go forward for Holy 
Communion. You will go up the center aisle and receive a piece of bread. Then you may dip the 
bread in the common cup or take an individual cup of juice and place the empty cup in the basket. 
You use the side aisle to return to your seat. Those on the left half of the sanctuary will then do the 
same. If you are unable to walk up for Communion, when everyone in line has been served, please 
raise your hand and Communion will be brought to you.

~ During the organ postlude at the conclusion of the worship service, you may choose to leave or 
stay to listen.

~ Gerry Powell’s memorial service is Monday, November 7, in the Sanctuary at 1:00 p.m. 

~ Choir practice is each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. The choir plans to start singing 
during worship on November 20.

~ Volunteers are invited to help make sack lunches for Helping Hands to distribute to the homeless. 
Come to the church kitchen on Sunday, November 13, at 9:00 a.m.

~ New members will join our church on November 13. A reception will follow, and you are 
encouraged to attend and greet our new church members. If you are interested in joining our 
congregation, contact Pastor Lura.

~ The church Board meets Sunday, November 13, at 11:45 a.m. in the Fireside Room.

~ Copies of the November issue of the church newsletter, The Tower Notes, are on the entryway 
table.

~ Our church parsonage is an Oxford House where women in recovery live with their children. Our 
November special offering will provide Christmas gift cards for the women and children at Oxford 
House. You may donate through our website at albanymethodist.org or note on your check that it 
is for “Oxford House.”

Contact Information:
Rev. Lura Kidner-Miesen                                                                                       Office Manager: Rachel McKirdy 
lura@albanymethodist.org                                                                                       rachel@albanymethodist.org
Office: 541-928-3505                                                                                                                   Office: 541-928-3505
Cell: 503-269-1714                                                                                    Church Website: albanymethodist.org

~ The church office is open Tue, Wed, Thur: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. ~
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