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Centering Thoughts

Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today, and creates a vision for tomorrow.
—Melody Beattie

In ordinary life, we hardly realize that we receive a great deal more than we give, and that it is only 
with gratitude that life becomes rich.

—Dietrich Bonhoeffer

When I started counting my blessings, my whole life turned around.
—Willie Nelson

The more grateful I am, the more beauty I see.
—Mary Davis

Being thankful is not always experienced as a natural state of existence, we must work at it, akin to a 
type of strength training for the heart.

—Larissa Gomez



Welcome!

Prelude                                                                                                                                                    

Invitation to Worship                                                                                                                      Melinda Martin
Let us worship and give thanks to God!
We sing songs of thanksgiving to the great I AM!
Our wonderful Provider has done amazing things for us.
God’s love and blessings have been showered upon us.
Come and praise the Lord!
We sing songs of joy to the Source of Life.

Hymn:  All Creatures of Our God and King                                                                                              UMH #62 vv.1, 3-5

Crater Lake District Superintendent John Tucker

Anthem:  God of All Creation                                                                                                              Chancel Choir

Scripture:                                                                                               Deuteronomy 8:7-18 & Philippians 4:4-9

Sermon:  “Thanks Living”                                                                                                                           Pastor Lura

Hymn:  Give Thanks                                                                                                                                                            TFWS #2036

Prayer                                                                                                                                                           Pastor Lura

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer Response by the Chancel Choir

Hymn:  For the Beauty of the Earth                                                                                                           UMH #92  vv. 1, 4-6

Closing Blessing  (from Philippians 4:4, 6-7)                                                                                              Pastor Lura                                                                                                                  
Be glad in the Lord Jesus Christ. Don’t be anxious about anything; rather, bring up all of your requests 
to God in your prayers and petitions, along with giving thanks. Then the peace of God that exceeds all 
understanding will keep your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus.

Postlude



Announcements:

~ During the organ postlude at the conclusion of the worship service, you may choose to leave or 
stay to listen.

~ Members and friends of our church are encouraged to prayerfully consider how much God is 
calling them to give to Albany First United Methodist Church in 2023. Please fill out an estimate of 
giving card (pledge card) and place it in the offering plate as you leave the worship service, or mail 
it to the church office. Cards are on the entryway table.

~ We welcome our District Superintendent, John Tucker. He will lead our church’s annual Charge 
Conference in the chapel following the worship service. Members of our church Board may vote, 
and others are welcome to attend.

~ Articles for the church newsletter, the Tower Notes, are due tomorrow, November 21.

~ Choir practice is each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary.

~ Volunteers are invited to stay after the worship service next Sunday, November 27, to help 
decorate our sanctuary for the holidays.

~ Advent, the season of preparation for Christmas, begins on November 27. Free Advent devotional 
booklets and children’s booklets are on the table in the entryway.

~ The first Advent Organ Recital will be online and in-person in the sanctuary at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
November 27. Beverly Ratajak, organist emeritus from Corvallis FUMC, will play next Sunday. The 
meditative music is designed to give you an opportunity to center yourself in the real reason for 
the season.

~ Our church parsonage is an Oxford House where women in recovery live with their children. Our 
November special offering will provide Christmas gift cards for the women and children at Oxford 
House. You may donate through our website at albanymethodist.org or note on your check that it 
is for “Oxford House.”

Contact Information:
Rev. Lura Kidner-Miesen                                                                                       Office Manager: Rachel McKirdy 
lura@albanymethodist.org                                                                                       rachel@albanymethodist.org
Office: 541-928-3505                                                                                                                   Office: 541-928-3505
Cell: 503-269-1714                                                                                    Church Website: albanymethodist.org

~ The church office is open Tue, Wed, Thur: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. ~
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