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Centering Thoughts
O Consuming Fire, Spirit of Love, descend into my soul and make all in me as an Incarnation of the Word.

—St. Elizabeth of the Trinity

God never tires of forgiving us; we are the ones who tire of seeking his mercy.
—Pope Francis

So often we want Jesus to manage the effects of sin without actually addressing the root issue. But Jesus 
loves us too much to offer only a superficial solution. He knows the hidden sins of our hearts, and He 

lovingly insists on dealing with those first.
—Asheritah Ciuciu

What if God’s Word is so much more powerful than our ability to become worthy of God?...If God can 
create the universe by speaking it into existence, then I think God can make us into God’s beloved 

by simply saying it is so.
—Nadia Bolz-Weber

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. We 
hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

—Phillips Brooks “O Little Town of Bethlehem”

Worship Notes: Unison responses are in bold type. An asterisk (*) shows where you may stand if you wish.



Welcome!
Prelude                                                                                                                                                    

Invitation to Worship   (based on Matthew 3:1-3)                                                                                Eva Hitt
Like John the Baptist in days of old, we announce the coming of our Savior.
Prepare the way! Make room for the Savior.
Christ is coming, Savior of love and light, our source of forgiveness.
As we worship may the Spirit of Christ find room and welcome in our hearts. Come to us, 
Holy Jesus. Amen.

*Hymn:  There’s a Song in the Air                                                                                                                                  UMH #249

Lighting the Advent wreath by Eva and JJ Hitt

Anthem: Cold the Winter                                                                                                                    Chancel Choir

Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem                                                                                                                               UMH #230

Scripture:                                                                                                             Matthew 3:1-9 & Matthew 11:2-9

Message:  “Who Needs a Savior?”                                                                                                           Pastor Lura

Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, forgive us when our pride keeps us from admitting we need the Savior. 
Forgive us when we do not accept your forgiveness and love ourselves as you love us. 
Forgive us when we do not love others as you love them. We confess that we sin through 
our words and actions, and through our silence and inaction. We open our hearts and lives 
to you. Sweep clean the rooms of our hearts and minds. May the Christ of Christmas find a 
home among us and be born anew within us.
God loves you and offers you healing, forgiveness, and new life. Through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven.
Through the grace of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Amen.

Hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                                                                                         UMH #240

Prayer                                                                                                                                                           Pastor Lura

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



*Hymn:  Joy to the World                                                                                                                                                   UMH #246

*Closing Blessing                                                                                                                                       Pastor Lura                                                                                                                  
As you prepare for the Christ of Christmas, may the Savior’s love, forgiveness, and peace wash over 
you and fill you. Go into this week as a channel of the Savior’s love, forgiveness, and peace. Amen.

Postlude

Announcements:
~ Welcome! If you are new to our congregation, please fill out the visitor form in the pew rack and 
place it in the offering plate as you leave.

~ The Advent Organ Recitals will be online and in-person in the Sanctuary at 3 p.m. each Sunday 
through December 18.

~ If you bought a gift for a child in the CPS parenting class, please attach the tag to the item and put the 
gift on the left side of the chancel today, December 11. Place the gift in a gift bag or leave unwrapped.

~ The United Women of Faith’s bake sale is today after the worship service.

~ Could you help welcome people as they come to the worship service? There will be an ushers’ 
meeting after the worship service today in the Sanctuary. Come to the meeting or contact Tam or 
Tom Turpin at 541-905-2212. 

~ The church Board meets today at 11:45 a.m. in the Fireside Room.

~ The Bookworms meet today at 3 p.m. in the chapel to discuss the book The Readers of Broken 
Wheel Recommend.

~ Free Advent devotional booklets and children’s books are on the table in the entryway.

~ The church Board invites anyone who would like to contribute to the Christmas gifts for our 
church staff to do so by December 18. Note on your check that it is for “staff gift.” 

~ On Saturday, December 24, we will have our traditional candlelight Christmas Eve worship service 
at 7 p.m. On Sunday, December 25, there will not be a morning worship service. Instead, we will 
meet at 7 p.m. for Richer By One Christmas, a radio theater presentation that was first presented on 
December 24, 1955.

Contact Information:
Rev. Lura Kidner-Miesen                                                                                       Office Manager: Rachel McKirdy 
lura@albanymethodist.org                                                                                       rachel@albanymethodist.org
Office: 541-928-3505                                                                                                                   Office: 541-928-3505
Cell: 503-269-1714                                                                                    Church Website: albanymethodist.org

~ The church office is open Tue, Wed, Thur: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. ~
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