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Centering Thoughts

Christmas is not as much about opening our presents as opening our hearts.
—Janice Maeditere

Politicians compete for the highest offices. Business tycoons scramble for a bigger and bigger piece of the 
pie….But in that silent baby, lying in that humble manger, there pulses more potential power and wisdom 

and grace and aliveness than all the rest of us can imagine.
—Brian D. McLaren

Christmas is a beautiful season—sparkling Christmas lights, decorations hung with care, memorable 
moments with family. Appreciate the little moments. Slow down long enough to delight in the beauty all 

around. —Tessa Morrell

Christmas is a season not only of rejoicing but of reflection.
—Winston Churchill

The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is honoring you. Look! You will conceive and give birth to a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and he will be called the Son of the Most High.”

—Luke 1:30-32

Worship Notes: Unison responses are in bold type. An asterisk (*) shows where you may stand if you wish.



Welcome!
Prelude                                                                                                                                                    

Invitation to Worship                                                                                                                          Kirsten Allam
In Jesus’ mother, Mary, we see great faith, commitment, and courage.
Like Mary, we offer ourselves to the great I AM.
We receive with joy the love God has for us.
May the Christ of Christmas be born anew in us.

*Hymn:  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                                                                                                              UMH #218

Lighting the Advent wreath by Kirsten Allam and Tom Turpin

Hymn: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                                                                                                                                    UMH #229

Scripture:                                                                                                              Luke 1:26-38 & Matthew 1:18-25

Anthem:  Come, Thou Redeemer of the World                                                                               Chancel Choir

Message:  “Christmas Journey”                                                                                                               Pastor Lura

Hymn:  What Child Is This                                                                                                                                                  UMH #219

Prayer                                                                                                                                                           Pastor Lura

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn:  Angels We Have Heard on High                                                                                                                   UMH #238

*Closing Blessing                                                                                                                                       Pastor Lura                                                                                                                  
“Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing.”  Trusting in God’s love and guidance, 
take the next step on your life’s journey. As you open your heart and mind to the Christ of Christmas, 
may Jesus Christ be born anew in you. Go in peace.

Postlude



Announcements:
~ Welcome! If you are new to our congregation, please fill out the visitor form in the pew rack and 
place it in the offering plate as you leave.

~ The Advent Organ Recital will be online and in-person in the Sanctuary at 3 p.m. today, December 
18. Eric McKirdy will play.

~ If you would like to give a Christmas card to our congregation, tape it to the blackboard in the 
entryway.

~ Free Advent devotional booklets and children’s books are on the table in the entryway.

~ The church Board invites everyone who would like to contribute to the Christmas gifts for our 
church staff to do so by today, December 18. Note on your check that it is for “staff gift.” 

~ On Saturday, December 24, we will have our traditional candlelight Christmas Eve worship service 
at 7 p.m. The Christmas Eve offering will go to Fish of Albany. 

~ On Sunday, December 25, there will not be a morning worship service. Instead, we will meet 
at 7 p.m. for Richer By One Christmas, a radio theater presentation that was first presented on 
December 24, 1955. Both worship services will be online and in-person.

~ Articles for the Tower Notes, our church newsletter, are due by Monday, December 26.

~ Pastor Lura is on vacation December 25-31.

Contact Information:
Rev. Lura Kidner-Miesen                                                                                       Office Manager: Rachel McKirdy 
lura@albanymethodist.org                                                                                       rachel@albanymethodist.org
Office: 541-928-3505                                                                                                                   Office: 541-928-3505
Cell: 503-269-1714                                                                                    Church Website: albanymethodist.org

~ The church office is open Tue, Wed, Thur: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. ~
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