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Centering Thoughts
One of the essential paradoxes of Advent: that while we wait for God, we are with God all along, that while 

we need to be reassured of God’s arrival, or the arrival of our homecoming, we are already at home.
—Michelle Blake

As we light our Advent candles, adding a new one each week, we move from darkness to light. Our 
ritual symbolically anticipates the birth or our Savior, Jesus Christ, who will actually move us from 

darkness to light if we will let Him. —Jean-Michel Hansen

At this Christmas when Christ comes, will He find a warm heart? Mark the season of Advent by loving 
and serving the others with God’s own love and concern. —Mother Teresa

The Lord is coming, always coming. When you have ears to hear and eyes to see, you will recognize him 
at any moment of your life. Life is Advent; life is recognizing the coming of the Lord. —Henri Nouwen

 It is now, at Advent, that I am given the chance to suspend all expectation. . . and instead to revel in the 
mystery. —Jerusalem Jackson Greer

Worship Notes: Unison responses are in bold type. An asterisk (*) shows where you may stand if you wish.

Welcome!

Prelude                                                                                                                                                    

Invitation to Worship                                                                                                                   Carol Pemberton
Divine Mystery, source of life, we never know when you will appear to us.
We open our hearts and minds to perceive your presence and hear your call.
May your Holy Spirit move within us, keeping us spiritually alert and ready.
As we worship, we prepare for the gift of Christ in our lives and world. Amen.

*Hymn:  People, Look East                                                                                                                                                UMH #202

Lighting the Advent wreath by Carol Pemberton and Kirke Campbell

Scripture:                                                                                                     Romans 13:8-14 & Matthew 24:36-44

Message:  “Are You Ready?”                                                                                                                      Pastor Lura

Prayer                                                                                                                                                           Pastor Lura



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn:  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light                                                                                      UMH #206

Prayer for Holy Communion (Christmas Communion prayer by Dr. Marcia McFee)

The presence and peace of Christ is with us! Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God!
We open our hearts to Christ and give our thanks and praise!
Holy Mystery, you created all Light. You created all Goodness. You created all Life and Form and Word.
We praise your many names.
You surprise us with possibilities beyond our imagining. You comfort us when we feel there is no 
peace. You light our way with each day’s dawning.
We glorify you and join the angels in singing, “Glory to God in the highest heaven!”
You came in flesh and blood to meet our flesh and blood. You came in the cry of a baby’s first breath. 
You were born into the mess of humanity for our sake. You are in the past, the present, and the future.
We offer our awe and gratitude.
You give us the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation. Send your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts 
of bread and drink. Pour into us your love, hope and joy. Break us open to each other as Christ broke 
open the bread on the night before he died.
Make us one in you, O God, so that the light of Christ, the light of the world, may be multiplied 
in us this day. Through Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.

*Hymn:  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                                                                               UMH #196

*Closing Blessing                                                                                                                                       Pastor Lura                                                                                                                  
Go into this week knowing that Jesus Christ is with you now, in the future, and always. May you see 
God’s love and activity around you, and may you be a sign of God’s love for others. Amen.

Postlude

Announcements:
~ The ushers will direct those on the right half (organ side) of the Sanctuary when to go forward for 
Holy Communion. You will go up the center aisle and receive a piece of bread. Then you may dip the 
bread in the common cup or take an individual cup of juice and place the empty cup in the basket. 
You use the side aisle to return to your seat. Those on the left half of the Sanctuary will then do the 
same. If you are unable to walk up for Communion, when everyone in line has been served, please 
raise your hand and Communion will be brought to you.

~ Please come to the Fellowship Hall after the worship service today, December 4, for a time of 
coffee, tea, and conversation.



 ~ The Advent Organ Recitals will be online and in-person in the Sanctuary at 3 p.m. each Sunday 
through December 18.

~ The church Board invites anyone who would like to contribute to the Christmas gifts for our 
church staff to do so by December 18. Note on your check that it is for “staff gift.” 

~ We are collecting Christmas gifts for the children in the CPS parenting class that meets at our 
church. There are a few tags left on the tree in the entryway. Buy the item listed on the tag, attach 
the tag to the item, and put the gift on the left side of the chancel by next Sunday, December 11. 
Place the gift in a gift bag or leave it unwrapped.

~ Our United Women of Faith meet on Wednesday, December 7, at noon, and all women are 
invited. Bring food to share for the potluck lunch and your own table service. There will be a small 
gift exchange (limit $5), Pastor Lura will lead devotions and installation of officers, and the Early 
Learning Center children will provide entertainment.

~ Help make sack lunches for unhoused people. Come to the church kitchen next Sunday, December 
11, at 9 a.m.

~ There will be an ushers’ meeting right after church next Sunday, December 11, in the Sanctuary. 
Ushers will be scheduling January through June, 2023. Please come and bring your calendar. Anyone 
who would like to join our ushers, please come to the meeting and/or contact Tam or Tom Turpin.

~ The United Women of Faith’s bake sale is next Sunday after the worship service.

~ Could you help welcome people as they come to the worship service? There will be an ushers’ 
meeting after the worship service next Sunday in the sanctuary. Come to the meeting or contact 
Tam or Tom Turpin at 541-905-2212.

~ The church Board meets next Sunday at 11:45 a.m. in the Fireside Room.

~ The Bookworms meet next Sunday at 3:00 p.m. in the chapel to discuss the book The Readers of 
Broken Wheel Recommend.

~ Free Advent devotional booklets and children’s books are on the table in the entryway.

~ The December issue of our church newsletter, the Tower Notes, is available in the church entryway.

Contact Information:
Rev. Lura Kidner-Miesen                                                                                       Office Manager: Rachel McKirdy 
lura@albanymethodist.org                                                                                       rachel@albanymethodist.org
Office: 541-928-3505                                                                                                                   Office: 541-928-3505
Cell: 503-269-1714                                                                                    Church Website: albanymethodist.org

~ The church office is open Tue, Wed, Thur: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. ~
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