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Centering Thoughts

Come, follow me, and I’ll show you how to fish for people.
—Jesus (Matthew 4:19)

In everyone’s life, at some time, our inner fire goes out. It is then burst into flame by an encounter with 
another human being. We should all be thankful for those people who rekindle the inner spirit.

—Albert Schweitzer

Keep in mind that our community is not composed of those who are already saints, but of those who 
are trying to become saints. Therefore let us be extremely patient with each other’s faults and failures.

—Mother Teresa

However, community is first of all a quality of the heart. It grows from the spiritual knowledge that 
we are alive not for ourselves but for one another. Community is the fruit of our capacity to make the 

interests of others more important than our own.
—Henri Nouwen

The church’s job is to equip the saints for works of service in the world.
—Chuck Colson



Worship Notes: Unison responses are in bold type. An asterisk (*) shows where you may stand if you wish.

Welcome!

Prelude                                                                                                                                                    

Invitation to Worship                                                                                                                      Kirke Campbell
Jesus Christ is the light of the world, the bright expression of God among us.
We come to worship and seek light to guide our lives.
We are part of a spiritual community of those seeking to walk in the light of Christ.
Fill us, Holy Spirit, so our light will shine and draw others to God’s light. Amen.

*Hymn:  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name                                                                                             UMH #154, vv. 1-4

Scripture:                                                                                                                                             Matthew 4:12-23

Sermon:  “The Gifts of Community, Christ, and Cause”                                                                  Pastor Lura

*Hymn:  Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore                                                                                     UMH #344

Prayer                                                                                                                                                           Pastor Lura

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn:  Lord of the Dance                                                                                                                                                UMH #261

*Closing Blessing                                                                                                                                       Pastor Lura                                                                                                                  
You are chosen and called by Jesus Christ. As part of the spiritual community, go out to follow Jesus 
and work with God for good. May the love of the Holy Spirit flow through you and out to the world. 
Amen.

Postlude



Announcements:

~ Welcome! If you are new to our congregation, please fill out the visitor form in the pew rack and 
place it in the offering plate as you leave.

~ Copies of the January issue of the church’s newsletter, the Tower Notes, are on the table in the 
narthex.

~ Today, January 8, there will be coffee, tea and conversation in the Fellowship Hall following the 
worship service. The church Board meets at 11:45 a.m. in the Fireside Room.

~ You can help people have clean, dry clothes during these cold, wet months by giving to Laundry 
Love. Write a check to the church and note it is for “Laundry Love.”

~ Pastor Lura is on vacation January 11-17. Rev. Bill Hays will preach on January 15.

Contact Information:
Rev. Lura Kidner-Miesen                                                                                       Office Manager: Rachel McKirdy 
lura@albanymethodist.org                                                                                       rachel@albanymethodist.org
Office: 541-928-3505                                                                                                                   Office: 541-928-3505
Cell: 503-269-1714                                                                                    Church Website: albanymethodist.org

~ The church office is open Tue, Wed, Thur: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. ~
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